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	By submitting this application, you agree to the most current OPT Grass-Fed Certification Program Manual and Standard.

This document is an Appendix to the Organic System Plan - Producer (Doc # 5.2.1) and Appendix A – Livestock (Doc # 5.2.1 A).  It is completed when applying for certification of organic livestock to the Organic Plus Trust Inc. Certified Grass-Fed Organic program.  

You must be able to affirm the information below and answer all questions in this application. 
· Current and in good standing Livestock certification to the USDA-National Organic Program (NOP).
· If purchasing OPT Certified Organic, Grass-fed animals provide both the Organic and OPT Grass-Fed  Certificates of the OPT certified source farm. (Retain purchase documentation & herd list from the seller)
· First Time Dairy Applicants - A Herd List of all animals that will undergo a transition for 90 days in accordance with section II(B)(1)(b) if applicable. 
· First Time Meat Applicants – A Herd List of all animals on farm that will be under OPT Grass-Fed Organic management. Grass-fed slaughter eligibility begins from birth after management to the OPT Grass-fed standards began. 
· Herd List shall include species, breed, ID number, date of birth, if known.



		Applicant (Legal Entity)1:
	     

	Reg No.
	     
	Year:
	    


 Legal entities may include Sole Proprietors, Partnership (Marital or Legal), or Corporations.  The Applicant must be the same as listed on your 
   Application & Contract.



1.0 OPERATION INFORMATION

	Have you previously been certified to the OPT Grass-Fed Program?  |_| Yes    |_| No
If YES, list previous certifier and reason for leaving the program.       



	Estimated date you need to be OPT certified by:      

	What type of Products will you be producing? check all that apply 
|_|  Livestock - Dairy, list milk company/aggregator:      
|_|  Livestock – Dairy - I process my own milk
 |_|   Livestock - Meat	 
 |_|  Handling/Processing





	Livestock Species and Production type to be certified: check all that apply 

	Animal 
	Production Type
	Approximate amount in herd

	|_| Cattle
	
	

	
	|_| Milk
	     

	
	|_| Meat
	     

	
	|_| Heifers/replacement animals
	     

	|_| Sheep
	
	

	
	|_| Milk
	     

	
	|_| Meat
	     

	
	|_| Replacement animals
	     

	|_| Goats
	
	

	
	|_| Milk
	     

	
	|_| Meat
	     

	
	|_| Replacement animals
	     

	|_| Bison
	
	

	
	|_| Meat
	     

	
	|_| Replacement animals
	     

	|_| Other
	
	

	
	     
	     

	
	     
	     






2.0 SOURCE OF ANIMALS

	Standards section III Source & Identity of Animals

	Will you Transition dairy animals to OPT Grass-fed?
|_|   YES - Document the dairy transition start date (xx/xx/xx):      
|_|   N/A, meat operation only

	Will you purchase livestock from a certified OPT operation? 
|_|   YES. Retain OPT Certificate, purchase documentation and add animals to herd list. 
|_|   NO, all animals will be born from farm breeder stock. Retain herd list documenting all livestock. 


	14. What is your plan to replace animals once certified? Check all that apply.
· Closed Herd.
· Purchase OPT Certified Replacements.
· Purchase Certified Organic dairy animals for an additional 90-day transition. Documentation of Commercial Unavailability must  be maintained per standards section III(3) and milk must be withheld during the 90-day transition per dairy standards Section VI(B).

Are you re-entering certification after surrendering due to substandard animal health?
|_|  YES
       Explain the specific substandard health/welfare concern that caused removal:       


	       Explain the practices and/or treatments used to correct the substandard health/welfare concern:      



	       Has the issue been corrected? |_| Yes    |_| No
        If No, please explain:      


	|_| NO

	Will you send replacement animals to another farm for custom grazing?
|_|   YES - Complete a Custom Grazing Form
|_|   NO


 
3.0 [bookmark: _Hlk122505881]GRAZING & PASTURE MANAGEMENT

	Standards Section IV Mandatory Requirements for Animals Older than 6 months
Standards Section VIII Pasture Management Plan

	Approximately how many days is your grazing season each year?      


Do you provide not less than 150 days of pasture per calendar year to livestock over 6 months of age?
|_|   YES
|_|   NO

	  Do you provide not less than 60 percent of each animal’s Dry Matter Intake (“DMI”) from grazing, averaged throughout  
  the Grazing Season? 
· Yes
· No

  What is your approximate DMI each season per class of animal? 

	Dairy Animals
	Meat Animals

	Lactating:      
	Breeding Stock:      

	Dry:      
	Slaughter Stock:      

	Bred/Yearlings:      
	

	Youngstock:      
	




	 Provide the total number of grazing acres available for your certified livestock including grazed hayfields:       

	 How long are grazing areas allowed to rest before animals are returned for grazing?      
  

	   Explain your plan to prevent overgrazing and allow for rest and regrowth of grazing acres:      






4.0 LIVESTOCK DIET & FEED

	Standards section V Livestock Diet – Allowed Restricted and Prohibited Feedstuffs

	Are you feeding Grains and Grain by-products (including but not limited to corn, soybean, Small Grains, and distiller’s Grain), concentrates, meals, Pelleted feed, and any other non-Forage-based feedstuff not expressly allowed under this Program?
|_|   YES
  |_|   NO

	Do you plan to or grow, graze, or purchase, vegetative stage Cereal and/or Grain crops (including bedding)?
|_|  YES, check all that apply
                   |_| Growing. List the method used to document compliance.      
                   |_| Grazing.  List the method used to document compliance.      
                   |_| Purchase. Retain documentation from the seller that crops were harvested at a complaint stage.
|_|  NO

	Are you feeding any Allowed but Restricted Supplemental Grain Free feedstuffs?
                                     
	Restricted Feedstuff
	Amount/Day/Animal

	|_| Bypass Fat
	     

	|_| Molasses
	     

	|_| Dry Sugar
	     

	|_| Sugar beets, Whole/pulp
	     

	|_| Carrot Pulp
	     

	|_| Citrus Pulp
	     

	|_| Concentrated Liquid Lactose/Delactosed Permeate
	     

	|_| Fodder Sprouts
	     

	|_| Alfalfa and/or forage pellets/meal
	     

	|_| Other, please list               
	     


                

	Do you provide Vitamin and Mineral Supplements?
|_|   YES
|_|   NO



5.0 LIVESTOCK WELFARE & LIVING CONDITIONS

	Standards section VII -  Livestock Welfare, Healthcare and Living Conditions Requirement

	How do you meet the additional welfare requirements? Check one
       |_|  Third Party Animal Welfare Certification. List and provide current certificate:      
       |_|  FARM Program.   Provide Certificate OR Animal Care Evaluation and Pledge of Participation
       |_|  My milk is purchased by an approved Aggregator. Submit signed Aggregator Affirmation. 
       |_|  I have an approved Internal Animal Care Protocol. Submit signed Veterinarian Affidavit.
       |_|  Exempt. Submit the Exemption to Animal Welfare Compliance Affidavit. 





6.0 RECORD KEEPING & SEGREGATION

	Standards section IX -  Production and Handling Operations

	Do you maintain and possess current records demonstrating the Production and Handling of products that are intended to be sold, Labeled, or represented as “Certified Grass-Fed Organic” are in full compliance with this Standard?  
|_|   YES
|_|   NO

	Will you be raising animals not certified to this standard? 
   |_|  YES  Parallel Production is not eligible for lactating dairy animals at the same Production site.
List non-certified Livestock and production type:       

	Explain your plan to ensure how non-certified livestock and prohibited feed will be segregated from OPT Certified Livestock and prevent non-certified Livestock from being sold, Labeled or represented as OPT Certified:       


	 |_|  NO, all animals on farm will be certified OPT Grass-Fed. 




7.0 COMPOSITION AND LABELING OF OPT GRASS-FED CERTIFIED PRODUCTS

	Section XI – Labeling
Section XII – Mandatory Use of this Program’s Seal

	Do you intend to label any meat or dairy products?
    |_|  YES  Attach all label drafts for review and approval and complete the next question.
    |_|  NO, I do not apply labels to my products.
    |_|  NO, my products are sent to a processor who will handle the labeling/marketing of my certified products. 
List Processor name:      


	  What products will you be labeling?
	Product Name
	Brand Name
	Retail or Nonretail?
	List OPT Certified Ingredients
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